and most
of her sit-
ters were
teachers
who also
were free
during the
summer
months, so
she began
a sitting
service for
tourists
during the down time. Rapidly, she
and her certified sitters became a pop-
ular and needed accommodation. They
supplied in-room care for busy parents
either vacationing or attending confer-
ences and became the recommended
sitter at Kingston Plantation eight
years ago.

“We stayed very busy with in-
room sitting,” said Abernathy, taking
a break in her comfortable living
room, her laptop on pause. “Then
they started asking if we could do
groups of toddlers and infants. Soon,
companies started contacting me, and
then the military asked for childcare
when they take troops on marriage
retreats to counsel couples ready to be
deployed, or just back from deploy-
ment, So, when they're in meetings,
we have the kids doing crafts and
games, and we go now from D.C. to
Florida. We've had as many as six dif-
ferent groups in six different loca-
tions.”

“When we take these families on
various retreats, we need babysit-
ting—someone to watch the kids,”
said U. S. Army Chaplain Tim Leev-
er. “We've been doing this for about
two to four years now, and its a
tremendous asset. It really helps so
spouses can be cut loose for awhile
and go off together. Laura is very flex-
ible, and so she works very well with
us.”

One of the most challenging jobs
for Abernathy’s resort sitters was for
400 children in Myrtle Beach one
weekend, when there was another
group simultaneously in Asheville,

Laura Abernathy

N.C, and Tampa, Fla. “It kept us hop-
pin’,” Abernathy laughed.

All the caregivers have thorough
background checks, CPR certification
and are mostly public school teachers
who are off during the summer. There
are 70 sub-contract employees on the
list of sitters, available at a moments
notice, ready to load up and travel to
the needed resort to entertain and care
for the children.

“With this kind of sitting,” said
Abernathy, “families can be together

IDAY BRUNCH CELEBRATIONS

Marina Inn at Grande Dunes
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Don’t miss out on two delectable brunch celebrations and experience

a fresh alternative in sustainable “Farm to Table” dining specializing in
locally grown and prepared ingredients infused with modern techniques.

and have time alone. We do some
conventions, weddings and the U.S.
Marine Corps Ball when they come to
town. The hardest part is getting to
know them, and we get very close,
and then they have to leave.”

The resort sitters come equipped
like a traveling daycare, said Aber-
nathy. “All they have to bring are dia-
pers and wipes. We have arts and
crafts, games, blocks, puzzles, doll
houses. It just depends on how many
we have and what the ages are.”
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These annual celebrations include creatively prepared brunch
favorites from omelets and southern grits to local seafood, fresh salads,
carved meats, a children’s buffet, homemade desserts and more!

Both events are served from 11:00 am to 2:30 pm in the Nautilus Ballroom
with entertainment by contemporary harpist, DL Tisrner.

$34.95++ per adult & $12.95++ per child ages 4-12

Exclusively for our Easter Sunday Brunch guests, bring your
Easter basket and join the Easter Bunny at 10:30 am or 1:30 pm
for our annual Easter Egg Hunt on the Grande Lawn!

Reservations are required. Please call 843.913.9360
Complimentary valet parking is available. Dress is resort casual.
www.marinainnatgrandedunes.com/cbl
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MARINA INN
AT GRANDE DUNES
8121 Amalfi Place * Myrtle Beach, SC 29572

The Marina Inn af Grande Dunes is located off 17 Bypass just north of 82nd Ave. in Myrile Beach
on the Intracoustal Waterway. Turn into Grande Dunes, then first left. ++ Plegse add tax and grotuity
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